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CARLISLE AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT 
PLANNED INSTRUCTION COVER PAGE 

 
Title of Course: Advanced Placement U.S. Government and Politics_________  Subject Area: Social Studies_  Grade Level:  11-12___________ 
 
Course Length: (Semester/Year):  Year   __________________  __________ Duration:   50 min./day     Frequency:    5 times/week 
 
Prerequisites: U.S. History II (1850-1950); World History; qualifying standards  Credit:  1 credit___________    Level:     AP ___________ 
 
Course Description/Objectives:   
 
This advanced placement course is an elective for juniors and seniors who meet established admissions criteria.  It will prepare students for the AP 
U.S. Government exam. Successful completion of that exam may provide students with college credit.  The course will also serve as an alternative to 
the junior-level requirement, U.S. Citizenship.   
The course will give students an analytical perspective on government and politics in the United States.  Its units of study will include the 
constitutional underpinnings of the U.S. government political beliefs and behaviors, political parties, interest groups, the media, the institutions of 
national government, public policy, civil rights and civil liberties.  Students will learn about the basic facts and concepts of U.S. government. They 
will learn to use specific information to evaluate general propositions about government and politics, and to analyze political relationships between 
people and institutions and among the different institutions.  Students will explore various topics in local, state, and national government. 
 
Major Text(s)/Resources:  

Government by the People, 23rd Ed. ; David B. Magleby and Paul C. Light ; Pearson-Longman, 2009 
American Government: Readings and Cases, 17th Ed.;  Peter Woll, editor; Pearson-Longman, 2008 

 
 
Curriculum Writing Committee: 
Wayne Winters 
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Unit # Unit Name Days 
 
 
 Unit 1: An Introduction to Government       2 weeks 
 Unit 2: Foundations of American Government      2 weeks 
 Unit 3: The Constitution and Bill of Rights       2 weeks 
 Unit 4: Federalism          2 weeks 
 Unit 5: Congress          3 weeks 
 Unit 6: The Presidency         3 weeks 
 Unit 7: The Federal Bureaucracy        2 weeks 
 Unit 8: The Judiciary          2 weeks 
 Unit 9: Civil Liberties & Civil Rights       2 weeks 
 Unit 10: The American Electorate and Political Participation    2 weeks 
 Unit 11: Political Parties and Interest Groups       2 weeks 
 Unit 12: Campaigns and Elections        2 weeks 
 Unit 13: The Mass Media         2 weeks 
 Unit 14: Economic Policy         2 weeks 
 
 Review for AP Exam          1 week 
 
 NOTE:  The AP exam is usually given in the first week in May.  That represents about 31 weeks of the teaching year.  The  
 fourteen units listed above are specifically geared to preparing students for that exam.  The two-week time frame of most of the units is 
 intended to be an approximate guide for the completion of this core content.  Actual times may vary, plus or minus a week. 

 
 Unit 15: Topics in National, State, and Local Government     4 weeks 
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Unit 1:  INTRODUCTION TO 
GOVERNMENT 

Subject Area:  SOCIAL STUDIES Grade: 11-12 

Big Ideas and Themes: The Social Contract, as discussed by Thomas Hobbes and John Locke, embodies the fundamental relationship between the 
government and its people.  This unit introduces students to the various manifestations of that contract through the goals of government and the 
distribution of power within government, and through an analysis of democracy itself.  The unit lays the philosophical and conceptual foundation for the 
study of the American system of government that will be explored in the remainder of course. 

PA Academic Standards Performance Indicators Sample Assessments 
 

 
5.1.12.A:  Analyze the sources, purposes, functions of 
law, and how the rule of law protects individual rights 
and promotes the common good. 

 
5.1.12.B:  Employ historical examples and political 
philosophy to evaluate the major arguments advanced for 
the necessity of government. 
 
5.3.12.B: Compare and contrast policy-making in various 
contemporary world governments. 
 
 
5.1.12.C: Evaluate the application of the principles and 
ideals in contemporary civic life: liberty / freedom, 
democracy, justice; and, equality 

 
• Assess the role of government by answering the 

two fundamental questions: How should we be 
governed?   and  What should government do?  

• Examine the role of government as presented by 
Thomas Hobbes and John Locke. 

• Distinguish among the fundamental concepts of 
government, politics, and public policy. 

• Distinguish among direct, representative, and 
constitutional democracies. 

• Analyze the conditions that are conducive to a 
constitutional democracy (education, economic, 
social, ideological) 

• Examine the three contemporary theories of 
American democracy: pluralism, elite and class 
theory, and hyperpluralism. 

• Identify factors within our society that pose a 
challenge to our democracy (technical expertise, 
limited participation, campaign costs, an 
outdated system in a changing world, diverse 
political interests). 

• Analyze the political spectrum and relate the 
main political labels (liberal, conservative, 
reactionary, socialist, libertarian, etc.) to the role 
and scope of government and tolerance for 
change. 

•  Describe the fundamental differences between 
Democrats and Republicans today as those party 
labels relate to the role and scope of 
government. 

 

 
• Read excerpts from Hobbes, and Locke. Create a 

chart that compares the purpose and function of 
governments as described by these three men. 

• Brainstorm a list of the ways government is 
involved in our lives. 

• Identify examples in our society which illustrate 
the challenges to democracy. 

• Develop a chart that highlights the differences 
among the three theories of American democracy. 

• Create a flow chart depicting the range of the 
political spectrum. 

• Complete a self-assessment to determine where 
students fall of the political spectrum. 

• Find and summarize newspaper articles that 
illustrate the fundamental  differences between  
Republicans and Democrats.  
 

SAMPLE FREE RESPONSE ESSAY: 
 
The freedom embodied in a democracy leads 
inevitably to a number of conflicts in values.  Select 
two of the following conflicts: freedom vs. order, 
individual vs. community, freedom vs. equality; and, 
will of the majority  vs. rights of the minority   
For each conflict: explain the conflict, provide an 
example from the news or political  history that 
illustrates each  conflict; and, make a suggestion for 
what the government can do to address each conflict. 
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Unit 2:   FOUNDATIONS OF AMERICAN  
GOVERNMENT 

Subject Area: SOCIAL STUDIES Grade: 11-12 

Big Ideas and Themes: This unit explores the British and colonial roots of American government.  Specifically, the unit looks at core concepts of 
democracy such as limited government, natural rights, and the democratic ideals found within the Declaration of Independence.  This conceptual 
foundation is then applied to the events from 1763 to 1787 that culminated in the writing of a new constitution. 

PA Academic Standards Performance Indicators Sample Assessments 
 
 
5.1.12.D: Evaluate state and federal powers based on 
significant documents and other critical sources 
including: Declaration of Independence, United States 
Constitution, Bill of Rights, Pennsylvania Constitution. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
• Trace the historical roots of the American 

Revolution. 
• Trace the ideological roots of the American 

Revolution with emphasis on the writings of 
John Locke. 

• Analyze the Declaration of Independence, 
identifying its main parts and the ideology 
within it. 

• Explain the weaknesses of the Article of 
Confederation. 

• Describe the impact of the Annapolis 
Convention and Shay's Rebellion on the calling 
of the Constitutional Convention. 

• Analyze the major issues of the Constitutional 
Convention (Great Compromise, Three-fifths 
Compromise, presidential selection). 

• Assess the arguments against ratification of the 
Constitution. 

•  Summarize the steps involved in ratifying the 
Constitution. 

•  Evaluate the positions of the Federalists and 
Anti-Federalists. 

•  Explore the importance of the Bill of Rights in 
the ratification process. 

•  Examine the role of the Federalist Papers in 
the adoption and interpretation of the 
Constitution. 

• Analyze Federalist 10 and explain its 
significance. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
• Find and summarize news stories that illustrate the 

seven principles underlying the Constitution. 
• Create a poster that illustrates the seven principles 

underlying the Constitution. 
• Draw an outline that highlights the main features of 

the Constitution. 
• Read a variety of short Supreme Court case 

summaries.  Identify the amendment from the Bill 
of Rights that applies to the particular cases. 
 
 

SAMPLE FREE RESPONSE ESSAY: 
 
The Declaration of Independence provides us with an 
ideological frame work for our government.   
 
• Describe in your own words the three democratic 

ideals found in the introduction of that document.   
• For each ideal, discuss one way in which that 

ideal is upheld by our government, and one way 
that our government falls short of fully realizing 
it.   

• Cite examples in U.S. political history to support 
each explanation. 
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Unit 3: THE CONSTITUTION AND BILL OF 
RIGHTS 

Subject Area: SOCIAL STUDIES Grade: 11-12 

Big Ideas and Themes: The Constitution was created in response to the many weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation.  It was an attempt to 
both strengthen and restrain government simultaneously.  How the Constitution achieved this unique balance of power is the subject of this unit.  The unit 
analyzes the structure and content of the Constitution, especially as it reflects the guiding constitutional principles that underlie our current political 
system including popular sovereignty, Constitutional supremacy / “rule of law,” separation of powers, checks and balances, federalism, judicial review, 
limited government. The protection of individual liberties will be examined through the Bill of Rights. 

PA Academic Standards Performance Indicators Sample Assessments 
 
 
5.1.12.C: Evaluate the application of the principles and 
ideals in contemporary civic life including: Liberty and 
Freedom, Democracy, Justice; and, Equality 

 
5.1.12.E: Analyze and assess the rights of people as 
written in the PA Constitution and the US Constitution. 
 
5.3.12.A: Analyze the changes in power and authority 
among the three branches of government over time. 
 
5.3.C.A: Examine the process of checks and balances 
among the three branches of government, including the 
creation of law. 

 
• Analyze the Preamble to the Constitution. 
• Identify the seven underlying principles of the 

Constitution including: limited government, 
checks and balances, separation of powers, 
Constitutional Supremacy, the rule of law, 
popular sovereignty, and judicial review. 

• Examine the ways in which the Constitution 
specifically provides for the seven principles 
underlying the Constitution. 

• Analyze Federalist 51 and explain its 
significance. 

• Describe the ways in which the Constitution is 
able to adapt to the changing times. 

•  Outline the structure of the Constitution.  
Describe its main features. 

•  List the essential rights outlined in the Bill of 
Rights. 
 

 
• Read excerpts from Hobbes, and Locke. Create a 

chart that compares the purpose and function of 
governments as described by these three men. 

• Brainstorm a list of the ways government is 
involved in our lives. 

• Identify examples in our society which illustrate 
the challenges to democracy. 

• Develop a chart that highlights the differences 
among the three theories of American democracy. 

• Create a flow chart depicting the range of the 
political spectrum. 

• Complete a self-assessment to determine where 
students fall of the political spectrum. 

• Find and summarize newspaper articles that 
illustrate fundamental the differences between  
Republicans and Democrats.  

 
SAMPLE FREE RESPONSE ESSAY: 
 
The Constitution has been formally amended 17 
times since the Bill of Rights.  However, it has 
changed many times by less formal means.   
• Identify and explain one informal way that the 

operation of each branch of the government has 
changed based on the flexible interpretation of its 
Constitutional powers.   

• Illustrate with examples from current U.S. politics 
or history.   

• Conclude your assessment with which method of 
Constitutional change is more “powerful”, formal 
or informal changes.
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Unit 4:   FEDERALISM Subject Area: SOCIAL STUDIES Grade: 11-12 

Big Ideas and Themes: Over 200 years ago, thirteen autonomous states relinquished much of their power to a new and powerful central 
government under the Constitution.  Much of U.S. political history centers on the battle for governmental supremacy between state and 
national governments.  Those governmental power plays are at the heart of federalism.  This unit will examine the Constitutional powers of the 
state and federal governments, the development of federalism throughout history (Dual, Cooperative, and New Federalism), and the impact of federalism 
on government finance.  Special attention will be given to how the Supreme Court has ruled throughout history on this ongoing struggle for power 
between state and federal governments. 

PA Academic Standards Performance Indicators Sample Assessments 
 

 
5.3.C.B: Analyze the roles of local, state, and national 
governments in policy-making.  
 
5.3.C.F: Explain the Supreme Court’s role in interpreting 
the U.S. Constitution including: individual rights, states’ 
rights; and, civil rights. 

 
3.12.F: Analyze landmark United States Supreme Court 
interpretations of the Constitution and its Amendments. 
 

 
• Describe the three basic forms of governmental 

structure: federalism, unitary, and confederacy. 
• Explain federalism and identify its 

Constitutional basis. 
• Examine two main interpretations of 

federalism: dual, and cooperative. 
• Analyze the supremacy clause of the 

Constitution.  
• Examine the powers of the national government 

(enumerated and implied), reserved powers of 
the state, and concurrent powers of both. 

• Identify the limits and obligations of state and 
national power. 

• Analyze the changing role of federal courts in 
national-state relations, especially as seen in 
McCulloch v. Maryland. 

•  Explain the relations among states as provided 
for by the full faith and credit clause. 

•  Identify and describe the four types of federal 
grants: categorical, project, formula, and block. 

•  Explore the politics of federal grants. 
•  Assess the impact of federal mandates on state 

and local government. 
•  Identify and describe the new techniques of 

federal control. 
•  Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of 

federalism for democracy. 
•  Assess federalism and the scope of 

government. 
 
 

 
• Examine a school budget and list the ways in 

which the federal, state, and local governments 
impact that budget. 

• Using the internet, locate and summarize an 
example of the four types of federal grants. 

• Write a summary of Gibbons v. Ogden and 
McCulloch v. Maryland and describe their impact 
on federalism. 

• Create a comparison chart that lists the advantages 
and disadvantages of federalism for democracy. 

• Create a poster that depicts with pictures or 
drawings the different types of power outlined in 
the Constitution. 

• Research a federal mandate and write a paper on its 
impact on local and state government.  Present the 
findings orally to the class. 

 
 
SAMPLE FREE RESPONSE ESSAY: 
 
In a federal system there exists an endless struggle for 
power and autonomy between the national 
government and the state governments.  That struggle 
has been manifested in three eras: Dual Federalism, 
Cooperative Federalism and New Federalism.  Use the 
following court cases to illustrate the essential 
characteristics of each era.    
• Dual Federalism:  Barron v. Baltimore 
• Cooperative Federalism: Gideon v. Wainwright  
• New Federalism: U.S. v. Morrison  
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Unit 5:   CONGRESS Subject Area: SOCIAL STUDIES Grade: 11-12 

Big Ideas and Themes: The legislative branch was considered the most important by the Founding Fathers because it was the one that was 
closest to the people.  As such, that branch reflects the most dynamic interactions among the people and their government.  Understanding the 
legislative branch of government requires an understanding of the complex interplay among the many layers of power within Congress.  This unit will 
explore the basics of congressional membership, differences between the House and Senate, leadership roles within Congress, the committee structure, 
and the impact of the above on the law-making process.    

PA Academic Standards Performance Indicators Sample Assessments 
 

 
5.3.12.A: Analyze the changes in power and authority 
among the three branches of government over time. 
 
5.2.C.B: Analyze strategies used to resolve conflicts in 
society and government. 
 
5.3.C.C: Explain how government agencies create, 
amend, and enforce policies in local, state, and national 
governments. 
 
5.3.C.B: Analyze the roles of local, state, and national 
governments in policy-making. 
 

 
• Analyze the drawing of legislative district lines 

by examining such concepts as redistricting, 
reapportionment, gerrymandering, and "one 
person one vote" court rulings. 

• Describe the professional qualifications and 
profile of a typical member of Congress. 

• Explain the importance of bi-cameralism. 
• List the differences between the House and 

Senate. 
• Identify and define the basic functions of 

Congress including: representation, lawmaking, 
consensus building, overseeing the bureaucracy, 
policy clarification, confirming executive 
appointments and treaties. 

• Describe the key leadership positions in the 
House (Speaker, majority and minority leaders, 
whips, House Rules Committee) and Senate 
(president, president pro tempore, majority and 
minority leaders, whips).  

• Explain the role of unlimited debate and the 
filibuster in Senate proceedings. 

• Explain the importance of the Senate's 
confirmation powers. 

•  Distinguish between the delegate, the politico, 
and the trustee roles of legislators. 

•  Trace the pathway of a bill through Congress. 
•  Distinguish between public and private bills. 
•  Analyze the importance of committee chairs and 

the process by which they are chosen. 
•  Assess the importance of the Conference 

Committee on the law-making process. 
•  Evaluate the criticisms of Congress.  

 

 
• Write a brief biographical sketch of local 

representatives or senators.  List the similarities 
and differences between those congressmen and 
the profile of a typical congressman. 

• Find and summarize an article that shows a 
congressman fulfilling one of his seven roles. 

• Create a chart that compares and contrasts the key 
positions in the House and Senate. 

• Create a flow chart that depicts the law-making 
process. 

• After reading about the law-making process, write 
a list of the ways in which a bill could be killed. 

• Create a reform plan that addresses some of the 
criticisms of Congress. 

• Conduct a mock congress. 
 

SAMPLE FREE RESPONSE ESSAY: 
 
A congressman’s job is in jeopardy every two years; 
therefore whatever he does, he does with an eye 
toward re-election.  What must a congressman do to 
maintain his “electoral connection.” ? Explain the 
following terms, and illustrate with examples for 
each: 
• advertising 
• credit-claiming:  pork-barrel legislation and log 

rolling, casework, and bill sponsorship (public or 
private). 

Conclude with an assessment of how this electoral 
connection creates a conflict between the roles of 
trustee and delegate. 
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Unit 6:   THE PRESIDENCY Subject Area: SOCIAL STUDIES Grade: 11-12 
Big Ideas and Themes: The executive branch was created in reaction to the weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation:  It had no means to enforce its 
laws.   However, since the Founding Fathers remained suspicious of a strong central government, they put constraints on the executive branch and 
intended it to be the lesser of the two main branches of government.  Since then, the presidency has emerged in modern times as one of the most powerful 
offices in U.S. government.  This evolution of presidential power will be explored through such topics as the early struggle to define the position, the 
roles of the president as established by the Constitution and by historical precedent, the ways the president is held accountable, and the growth of 
presidential power in history.  Political flashpoints between Congress and the President are also explored. 

PA Academic Standards Performance Indicators Sample Assessments 
 

 
5.3.12.A: Analyze the changes in power and authority 
among the three branches of government over time. 
 
 
5.3.C.C: Explain how government agencies create, 
amend, and enforce policies in local, state, and national 
governments. 
 
 
5.3.C.B: Analyze the roles of local, state, and national 
governments in policy-making. 

 

 
• List the Constitutional qualifications for being 

president and compare those with the unofficial 
qualifications and expectations Americans 
expect of a president. 

• Describe the Constitutional powers of the 
president in the context of his 5 main powers: 
executive, legislative, diplomatic, military, and 
judicial. 

• Analyze the responsibilities and roles of a 
president: chief executive, chief of state, chief 
legislator, and party leader. 

• Explain the original intent of the framers of the 
Constitution with regards to the power and 
function of a presidency in a democracy. 

• Assess the concept of "divided government" as it 
applies to the powers of the president. 

• Explore how and why presidential influence and 
power has changed through history by focusing 
on the presidential precedents, character and 
personality, and Constitutional changes.  

• Analyze the relationship between Congress and 
the President, focusing on such factors as war-
making powers, the use of the veto, confirmation 
politics, and budgetary politics.  

• Evaluate the constraints on presidents such as the 
media, congressional oversight and impeachment 
and international checks. 

•  Assess the role of the vice president and 
describe how that role has changed informally 
and through the adoption of the 22nd and 25th 
amendments. 

 
• Brainstorm a list of qualities for an effective 

president.  Compare it with an established list 
created by historians. 

• Create a flow chart based on the five main 
constitutional powers of a president. 

• Find and summarize a news article that illustrates 
one of the unofficial roles or responsibilities of the 
president. 

• Create a poster of a president that depicts how and 
why that president expanded the role and power of 
his office. 

• Each student will choose one of the Cabinet offices 
and create a summary of 5 different acts, actions, or 
policies that have had an impact of our  daily life. 

 
 
SAMPLE FREE RESPONSE ESSAY: 
 
Discuss two so-called Flashpoints between Congress 
and the President: 
   - Discuss either war-making or budget  
   - Discuss one other Flashpoint  
For each Flashpoint, include the following: 
• a complete description of the Flash point  
• the Constitutional basis of the power claimed by 

each branch 
• a discussion of how that power is being interpreted 

and stretched by the president 
• an example from the news or from history  
• your assessment of this exercise of presidential  

power (abused or appropriate?) 
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Unit 7:   THE FEDERAL BUREAUCRACY Subject Area: SOCIAL STUDIES Grade: 11-12 

Big Ideas and Themes:  The Federal Bureaucracy is an overlooked yet powerful government institution that has the final responsibility for carrying out 
the laws and edicts laid down by the other three branches of government.  The power of this large and amorphous institution will be explored through a 
brief history of the growth of the bureaucracy, and through an analysis of the structure, power, accountability, and problems associated with it.   

PA Academic Standards Performance Indicators Sample Assessments 
 

 
5.3.12.A: Analyze the changes in power and authority 
among the three branches of government over time. 
 
 
5.3.C.C: Explain how government agencies create, 
amend, and enforce policies in local, state, and national 
governments. 
 
 
5.3.C.B: Analyze the roles of local, state, and national 
governments in policy-making. 
 

 
 

 
• Define what a bureaucracy is. 
• Explain how a bureaucracy evolved in the 

1800’s. 
• Describe who the bureaucrats are and what they 

do. 
• Describe the formal organization of a 

bureaucracy, distinguishing among bureaus, 
government corporations, independent agencies 
and independent regulatory boards. 

• Explain the functions of assistant secretaries, the 
Senior Executive Service, and the Office of 
Management and Budget. 

• Assess the impact of the informal organization of 
the bureaucracy. 

• Explain the importance and impact of the Hatch 
Act, old and new. 

• List the principles of the formal textbook model 
of bureaucratic organization. 

• Analyze the political realities of the bureaucracy 
as illustrated by the “iron triangle” model. 

•  Assess the dilemmas faced by bureaucrats in 
determining and defining public interest. 

•  Evaluate the impact of privatizing public 
services. 

• Examine bureaucratic accountability to      
Congress and the President. 

•  Analyze the validity of the public perceptions of 
the bureaucracy. 
 
 
 
 

 

 
• Using a description of a typical day of a student, 

create a list of the ways that the government could 
be involved in those daily activities.  

• Create a line graph depicting the growth of the 
federal bureaucracy by focusing on the number of 
government workers. 

• Choose one government agency and research its 
history, purpose, and method of operation.   

• Research a current issue and write a short paper on 
how that issue is affected by the “iron triangle.” 

• Create a chart that compares the ways that the 
bureaucracy is held accountable for its work.  
Propose two additional ideas to increase that 
accountability. 

 
 
SAMPLE FREE RESPONSE ESSAY: 
 
Using the “Case of George Brown” presented in the 
Magleby text, explain each point of power on the Iron 
Triangle.  Offer a suggestion for how to break through 
this ironclad power structure and hold it more 
accountable to the people. 
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Unit 8:   THE JUDICIARY Subject Area: SOCIAL STUDIES Grade: 11-12 

Big Ideas and Themes:  The judiciary has grown in its power and influence over time and, despite its formal role as a passive neutral arbiter, it has 
become as politically charged as the other two branches of government.  This emerging power will be explored through topics such as the dual-track 
court system, the selection of justices, the role of justices, and the judicial decision-making process. 

PA Academic Standards Performance Indicators Sample Assessments 
 

 
5.3.12.A: Analyze the changes in power and authority 
among the three branches of government over time. 
 
 
5.3.C.C: Explain how government agencies create, 
amend, and enforce policies in local, state, and national 
governments. 
 
 
5.3.C.B: Analyze the roles of local, state, and national 
governments in policy-making. 
 
 
5.3.12.F: Analyze landmark United States Supreme Court 
interpretations of the Constitution and its Amendments 

 

 
• Describe the adversarial system as it relates to 

the judicial process. 
• Distinguish between original and appellate 

jurisdiction. 
• Describe the structure and organization of the 

court system, focusing on court jurisdiction and 
the overlapping state and federal courts. 

• Explain judicial review and how it emerged 
from Marbury v. Madison. 

• Explain how judicial independence is 
preserved.  

• Identify factors that serve to restrain judicial 
power including: standing required, role as 
passive neutral arbiter, no advisory opinions, 
other remedies first, and challenges must have 
Constitutional basis. 

• Describe the judicial process including: the 
court term (sittings and recesses),  how cases 
reach the Supreme Court including: on  
       appeal, writ of certiorari, discuss list, how 
justices arrive at a decision (written  
       briefs, oral arguments, amicus curiae, stare  
      decisis, original intent), the type of 
decisions issued (per curiam,  majority, 
concurring, dissenting). 

•  Evaluate the role of the Chief Justice. 
•  Analyze the politics of judicial selection by 

focusing on the role of judicial philosophy 
(activism vs. restraint),  judicial longevity, and 
presidential tenure. 
 

 

 
• Create a poster of sketches that depict the restraints 

of judicial power. 
• Draw an organizational chart the shows the structure 

of the dual court system. 
• Create a court simulation. Write a brief from the 

perspective of a petitioner, respondent, amicus 
curiae.  Present oral arguments. Write opinions 
based on readings and the arguments. 

• Research a judicial nominee who was rejected by 
the Senate and write an analysis of why that 
individual was rejected. 

 
 
SAMPLE FREE RESPONSE ESSAY: 
 
Explain three different types of judicial interpretations 
from the following list: 
• historical 
• structural 
• textual 
• doctrinal 
• ethical 
• prudential 
Apply each of those interpretations to the facts of case 
that is provided.  
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Unit 9:   CIVIL RIGHTS AND CIVIL 
LIBERTIES 

Subject Area: SOCIAL STUDIES Grade: 11-12 

Big Ideas and Themes:  The institutions of government outlined in the preceding units represent one side of the social contract.  The other side is 
embodied in the civil liberties and civil rights of the individual citizen.  These “natural rights” of man must be protected from a potentially abusive 
government, and yet they are not unlimited.  This unit examines the dynamic relationship between a free man and his protective government by focusing on 
how these rights are protected by the Bill of Rights and 14th Amendment.  Civil liberties topics include the Bill of Rights, selective incorporation of the Bill 
of Rights through the 14th Amendment, and key court cases that illustrate how these rights have been protected in history.  Civil rights topics include the 
14th Amendment’s “equal protection clause”, civil rights for African-Americans, the spread of civil rights to other groups, and affirmative action.  

PA Academic Standards Performance Indicators Sample Assessments 
 

 
5.1.12.E: Analyze and assess the rights of people as 
written in the PA Constitution and the US Constitution. 
 
 
5.3.12.F: Analyze landmark United States Supreme Court 
interpretations of the Constitution and its Amendments 
 

 
• Distinguish between civil liberties and civil rights. 
• Describe the impact of Gitlow v. New York on the 

interpretation of the 14th Amendment and the 
development of the selective incorporation. 

• Distinguish between the establishment clause and 
the free exercise clause. 

• Describe the 3-part test for the establishment 
clause as presented in Lemon v. Kurtzman. 

• Explain the role of the government in regulating an 
individual’s free exercise rights, paying particular 
attention to the concept of compelling interest.  

• Analyze the Court's clear and present danger 
precedent as it relates to the balance between free 
expression and public order. 

• Identify the different types of protected speech. 
• Describe the rights of the accused as outlined in 

the Bill of Rights Amendments 4, 5, and 6. 
•  Analyze the shifting interpretations of the rights 

within the 8th  Amendment. 
•  Explain how a right to privacy is established in the 

Constitution. 
• Describe how the 14th Amendment provides the 

Constitutional underpinning of equality. 
• Compare and contrast the Plessy case and the 

Brown case as they apply to the development of 
civil rights for African-Americans. 

• Trace the development of civil rights for women.  
• Analyze the issues associated with the civil rights 

of Americans with disabilities, the elderly, and 
gays and lesbians.  

• Analyze affirmative action. 

 
• Read a summary description of the rights within the 

Bill of Rights.  Brainstorm a list of restrictions on 
those rights. 

• After a presentation of the 3-part Lemon test related 
to the establishment clause, read about another 
religion case and have students write their ruling 
using the Lemon test. 

• Create a chart that summarizes the types of speech 
that have been identified by the Supreme Court and 
the extent of the protection for those types of 
speech.   

• Create a mock Supreme Court in which the groups 
of students argue for or against the Constitutional 
protections embodied within cases related to the 5th 
and 6th Amendments. 

• Create a chart that compares the issues related to 
women’s rights to the issues of African-American 
civil rights. 

 
 
SAMPLE FREE RESPONSE ESSAY: 
 
The Bill of Rights is intended to protect individuals 
from a potentially abusive government.  Identify three 
ways it does that. 
• Choose a protection from three different 

amendments of the Bill of Rights. 
• Identify and explain the right, and state clearly  
    how it protects you from the government. 
• Cite and briefly describe three Supreme Court  

cases that support those rights.  
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Unit 10:   THE AMERICAN ELECTORATE Subject Area: SOCIAL STUDIES Grade: 11-12 

Big Ideas and Themes:   Government of the people, by the people, and for the people provides the conceptual framework for American democracy.  
This unit explores those people.  It examines the demographic characteristics of the American electorate and the impact of those 
characteristics on political socialization and participation. 

PA Academic Standards Performance Indicators Sample Assessments 
 
 
5.1.C.C: Evaluate the application of the principles and 
ideals in contemporary civic life including: Liberty and 
Freedom,  Democracy,  Justice; and Equality. 

 
5.2.C.A: Contrast the rights and responsibilities of a 
citizen in a democracy with a citizen in an authoritarian 
system. 
 
5.3.12.E: Evaluate the fairness and effectiveness of the 
United States electoral processes, including the Electoral 
College. 
 
5.2.C.D: Evaluate and demonstrate what makes 
competent and responsible citizens. 
 

 
• Define political demographics. 
• Explain the impact on American politics of 

demographic differences, such as sectionalism, 
ethnicity, gender, religion, wealth, age and 
education. 

• Contrast the relative positions of African-
Americans, Hispanic-Americans, Asian-
Americans, and Native Americans in the 
American political and economic spheres. 

• Identify the political implications of an 
increasingly elderly population. 

• Describe the process of political socialization 
and identify the primary agents of socialization 
including: family, media, and school. 

• Analyze the polling process, focusing on such 
terms as sampling, random sampling, and 
sampling error. 

• Evaluate the role of polls in American 
democracy. 

•  List the ways in which Americans participate in 
the political process including: voting, letter 
writing, and civil disobedience. 

•  Analyze voter turnout in America with regard to 
who votes and why, and the impact of those 
patterns of participation. 

• Assess the impact of computer technology on 
voting. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
• Examine a long form for a census count.  Create a 

list of reasons that certain questions are asked. 
• Analyze the demographic characteristics of 6 

Pennsylvania counties.  Make a projection about the 
political alignment of those counties. 

• Identify positions on five different issues.  Identify 
parents’ positions on these same issues.  Analyze 
these positions based on predicted outcomes.  
Explore reasons for the differences from the 
expected results. 

• Create an opinion poll. Generate at least five 
questions.  Identify polling sample. Describe other 
aspects of their polling process including: location 
and  time of day.  Plot results on a graph.  Evaluate 
them for reliability, share results. 

 
 
SAMPLE FREE RESPONSE ESSAY 
 

Elections in the United States are characterized by 
low voter turnout.  Discuss two demographic 
characteristics associated with non-voting, and one 
non-demographic structural factor that tends to 
suppress voter turnout.  Conclude with your 
assessment of compulsory voting. 
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Unit 11:   POLITICAL PARTIES AND 
INTEREST GROUPS 

Subject Area: SOCIAL STUDIES Grade: 11-12 

Big Ideas and Themes:   A single vote is at the core of democracy, but in order to gain even greater influence in government and politics, the peoples’ 
voice must be corralled and organized.  Political parties and interest groups do just that.  This unit explores political parties and interest groups and their 
respective roles in the electoral process and government policy-making.  Party systems and critical re-aligning elections in history are also examined.   

PA Academic Standards Performance Indicators Sample Assessments 
 
 
5.3.12.G: Evaluate the impact of interest groups in 
developing public policy. 
 
5.2.C.D: Evaluate and demonstrate what makes 
competent and responsible citizens. 
 
5.3.12.E: Evaluate the fairness and effectiveness of the 
United States electoral processes, including the Electoral 
College. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
• Describe the five main functions of a political 

party:  nominate candidates, elect campaigns, 
organize the government, implement policy, and 
organize the electorate. 

• Analyze the shift within the electorate from party 
identification to ticket-splitting.  

• Distinguish among open, closed and blanket 
primaries.  

•  Trace the evolution of political parties as they 
have evolved through five separate eras. 

•  Assess the impact on American politics of third 
parties. 

•  Compare the two party system of the U.S. to the 
multi-party system of a parliamentary 
democracy. 

•  Evaluate the weakening of party influence and 
its impact on creating public policy. 

• Distinguish among factions, interest groups, and 
political parties. 

• Describe the different types of interest groups.  
• List the main techniques used by interest groups: 

lobbying, litigation, publicity, mass media, 
mailings, and election activity. 

• Explain the impact of lobbyists on the political 
process. 

• Trace the evolution of campaign finance reform 
from 1971 Federal Election Campaign Act 
through the 2010 Citizens United v. FEC court 
case.  

• Evaluate state and national efforts aimed at 
regulating interest groups. 
 

 

 
• Find a newspaper article that reflects one of the 

tasks of a political party. 
• Read a summary of the main points of the 

Democratic and Republican Party Platforms.  Write 
an essay assessing the validity of the criticism that 
the two parties are more similar than they are 
different. 

• Create a time line that depicts the main points of 
the evolution of parties in America. 

• Create a chart that compares the similarities and 
differences between interest groups and political 
parties. 

• Research an interest group.  Including the history 
of the issue, the development and organization of 
the interest group, its techniques of influence 
peddling, and the effectiveness of its influence on 
policymaking. 

• Write a letter to James Madison, author of 
Federalist 10 which discusses the dangers of 
faction, and explain to him why the current state of 
interest groups justifies his original fears or shows 
how his fears were overstated. 

 
 
SAMPLE FREE RESPONSE ESSAY: 
 

Both interest groups and political parties have 
tremendous power and influence in our government.  
Identify and explain two ways that political parties 
wield power in government (one legislative and one 
executive.)  Identify and explain two ways that 
interest groups exert their influence.  Illustrate with 
current examples from the news.  
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Unit 12:   CAMPAIGNS AND ELECTIONS Subject Area: SOCIAL STUDIES Grade: 11-12 

Big Ideas and Themes:   The election is the foundation of a democracy: It creates the government through the consent of the governed.  Because of its 
significance as a starting point for a democratic government, an understanding of the electoral process is crucial to an understanding of government and 
politics in America.  This unit examines campaigns and elections in the U.S. political system.   Specific topics include the presidential election process, 
running for Congress, and power of incumbency, elections in history, electoral reform, and the role of money in the electoral process including campaign 
finance reform. 

PA Academic Standards Performance Indicators Sample Assessments 
 
5.2.C.D: Evaluate and demonstrate what makes 
competent and responsible citizens. 
 
5.3.12.E: Evaluate the fairness and effectiveness of the 
United States electoral processes, including the Electoral 
College. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
• List and describe some essential rules governing 

the electoral process including: state control, 
fixed and staggered terms, term limits, winner-
take-all, proportional representation and 
Electoral College. 

• Compare and contrast House and Senate 
campaigns. 

• Examine the impact of incumbency on 
congressional elections. 

• Identify the three stages of the formal process of 
running for the president: nomination, 
convention and general election. 

• Distinguish among primaries, caucuses, and 
conventions and their roles in nominating a 
presidential candidate. 

• Assess the role of the party platform, vice 
presidential nominee, and presidential debates on 
a presidential candidate’s general election 
campaign.  

• Analyze the role of money in campaigns, paying 
particular attention to Federal Election 
Campaign Act of the 1970’s, The Bi-Partisan 
Campaign Finance Reform Act, soft money, 
issue advocacy, PAC’s, personal wealth, and the 
general high cost of campaigning, and relevant 
court cases. 

• Evaluate the reform ideas for Presidential 
primaries, the nominating process, and the 
Electoral College. 

 
 

 

 
• Create a chart comparing the similarities and 

differences between a House and Senate campaign. 
• Is money in elections a source of free speech, or is 

it corrupting politics?  Write a letter-to-the-editor 
supporting one position or the other. 

• Select one group member to be a presidential 
candidate.  Make up a party name for the 
candidate; develop a party platform; create a 
campaign strategy that involves raising money and 
publicizing the candidate and his or her ideas.  
Create posters, slogans, videos, and or PowerPoint 
presentations that support the candidate. 

• Research a problem in the electoral process.  
Develop a solution to the problem and present it to 
the class. 

 
 
SAMPLE FREE RESPONSE ESSAY: 
 
House incumbents are re-elected at a staggering rate, 
sometimes as high as 98%.  Name and explain three 
factors that contribute to that high re-election rate.  
one of those factors should address the issue of 
campaign finance.  Conclude with an assessment of 
incumbency. 
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Unit 13:   THE MEDIA IN AMERICAN 
POLITICS 

Subject Area: SOCIAL STUDIES Grade: 11-12 

Big Ideas and Themes:   Our understanding of politics and government is obtained primarily through the media.  It serves as the gatekeeper for politics 
and policy in the United States.  This unit examines the role of the media in both the electoral process and policy-making.   Specific topics include types 
of media, the media as “gatekeeper,” how the media is used by public officials to achieve policy goals, and the different types of bias that affect news 
coverage. 

PA Academic Standards Performance Indicators Sample Assessments 
 
 
5.3.12.H:  Evaluate the role of mass media in setting 
public agenda and influencing political life. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
• Describe the four types of media: print, radio, 

TV, and Internet and explain how they have 
impacted politics in America. 

• Trace the development of the mass media and 
the way in which presidents have used the media 
in different period of history. 

• Examine how the mass media are a key part of a 
new era of high-tech politics. 

• Analyze the impact that investigative journalism 
has had on public cynicism about politics. 

• Ascertain the major sources that people rely on 
for their information about politics. 

• Assess the gatekeeper role of the media with 
regard to issue-framing and agenda setting. 

• Compare the ability of the President and 
congressmen to use the media. 

• Explain how journalists define what is 
newsworthy where they get their information, 
and how they present it. 

• Describe the role that the profit motive plays in 
decisions by the mass media.  

• Describe the different types of biases that impact 
the media including: commercial, fairness, bad 
news, temporal, and political. 

•  Assess the impact of the media on individualism 
in American politics. 

•  Explain why the rise of the information society 
has not brought about a corresponding rise of an 
informed society. 

 
 
 

 
• Generate a list of ways in which the media is used 

in politics. 
• Create a chart that depicts the pro’s and con’s of 

the print media, television, and Internet as sources 
of information about politics. 

• Create a flow diagram that outlines the news 
process from story idea through presentation. 

• Watch the evening news on television. Find a 
similar story in the next morning’s newspaper.  
Summarize the similarities and differences in the 
stories. List the advantages and disadvantages of 
each type of presentation. 

• Research a news event that has occurred in the past 
several years.  Write an analysis of the ways in 
which the event was manipulated for the media. 

• Identify three controversial newsworthy issues.  
Create a list of the ways in which the media could 
be used to encourage government action on each 
issue. 

 
 
SAMPLE FREE RESPONSE ESSAY: 
 

As the gatekeeper of the news, the media plays a 
political role in agenda-setting and issue-framing.  
The inherent non-political biases of the media guide 
these roles.  Discuss the following roles:  

• gate-keeping 
• agenda-setting: link it to gate-keeping; tie it to a 

bias; illustrate with an example 
• issue-framing: link it to gate-keeping; tie it to a       

different bias; illustrate with an  example 
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Unit 14:   ECONOMIC POLICY Subject Area: SOCIAL STUDIES Grade: 11-12 

Big Ideas and Themes:   Economic prosperity is an essential condition of a democracy.  Consequently, the federal government is heavily involved in 
regulating the economy so as to maintain a healthy economy for the benefit of its citizens.  This unit will examine the main goals of economic policy and 
the tools used by the government to achieve those goals (fiscal and monetary policy).  Specific topics include GDP, inflation and unemployment, the 
business cycle, types of taxation and spending, supply-side vs. demand-side policy,  the guns vs. butter debate, the politics of the debt and deficit, and the 
main tools of the Federal government’s monetary policy. 

PA Academic Standards Performance Indicators Sample Assessments 
 
6.2.12.E: Evaluate the health of an economy (local, 
regional, national, global) using economic indicators. 
 
6.3.12.A: Evaluate the costs and benefits of government 
decisions to provide public goods and services. 
 
6.3.12.B: Assess the government's role in regulating and 
stabilizing the state and national economy 
 
6.3.12.C: Evaluate the social, political, and economic 
costs/benefits of potential changes to taxation policies. 
 
6.5.12.E: Compare distribution of wealth across nations. 
 

 
• Explain the Constitutional basis for the 

government's role in economic and social policy. 
• Define public policy and identify the five stages 

of it: problem identification, and policy 
formation, adoption, implementation, and 
evaluation. 

• Describe the four main goals of economic 
policy: to promote growth, minimize inflation, 
reduce unemployment, and to stabilize the 
business cycle. 

• Distinguish between monetary and fiscal policy. 
• Assess the political and economic impact of the 

three types of taxes: progressive, regressive, and 
proportional. 

• Identify the main sources of government income: 
income tax, excise taxes, duties and tariffs, 
borrowing, user fees, and tax expenditure.  

• Identify the main government spending 
categories: defense, social security, and interest. 

• Explain the relationship of debt, deficit, surplus, 
revenues, and expenditures. 

•  Describe roles of the executive and legislative 
branches in the budget process. 

• Compare supply-side and demand-side fiscal 
policy.  Assess the partisan implications of both. 

•  Assess the impact of entitlements on the budget 
process. 

•  Distinguish between fiscal and monetary policy. 
•  Analyze the role of the federal government in 

implementing monetary policy. 
•  Trace the development of the activist 

government in agriculture and business from 
Progressivism through the Great Society. 

 
• Identify a social or economic problem.  Devise a 

policy using the five stages of policy development. 
• Given a list of common local, state, and national 

taxes, categorize them based on the three main 
types of taxes.  

• Complete a 1040 tax form to illustrate how tax 
policy is implemented. 

• Draw a timeline that highlights the evolution of an 
activist government from 1900 to present. 

 
 
 
SAMPLE FREE RESPONSE ESSAY: 
 
Explain why Social Security is sometimes referred to 
as the “third rail of politics.”  Incorporate the 
following into your discussion: 
• discretionary vs. non-discretionary spending 
• entitlements and mandates 
• voter demographics 



17 
 

 
Unit 15:   TOPICS IN NATIONAL, STATE, 
AND LOCAL GOVERNMENTS 

  Subject Area: SOCIAL STUDIES Grade: 11-12 

Big Ideas and Themes:   American citizens, wherever they live, face many of the same issues and problems, and the problems and solutions typically 
play out at the local, state, and national levels.  This unit will examine the multi-layered structure of state and local governments, and it will explore how 
those governments can work with the federal government when addressing those interconnected critical issues.  

PA Academic Standards Performance Indicators Sample Assessments 
 
5.2.12.B: Examine the causes of conflicts in society and 
evaluate techniques to address those conflicts. 
 
5.3.12.J: Evaluate critical issues in various contemporary 
governments. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
• Evaluate state constitutions as a guiding charter 

or a civic straitjacket by focusing on:  
 the structure and scope of state 

constitutions   
 especially compared to the U.S. 

Constitution. 
 the use of judicial interpretation  and a 

new judicial federalism to overcome 
constitutional roadblocks. 

 the methods for amending state 
constitutions including: legislative 
proposals. initiative petitions, and 
constitutional conventions. 

  the politics of constitutional revision. 
• Compare and contrast state legislatures with the 

U.S. Congress. 
• Analyze the methods of direct democracy and 

their impact on policy-making by focusing on: 
 initiatives, referendums, recall elections and      - 
the pro's and con's of direct democracy. 

• Describe the role of the state executive by 
focusing on: the varying formal powers of 
governors indifferent states and the role of the 
lieutenant governor. 

• Explain the role of state courts by focusing on:  - 
the structure and function of the court system,    - 
how state courts differ from federal courts; and  - 
the means of selecting state justices. 

• Understand the concept "think globally, act 
locally" as it applies policymaking on local and 
national levels. 

• Describe the structure and function of county 
government. 

 
• Read a copy of the Pennsylvania State Constitution 

and create a chart that compares it to the U.S. 
Constitution. 

• Research four or five state constitutions.  Focus on 
common sub-topics such as issues at adoption, 
overall structure, amending processes, and  bills of 
rights. 

• Research examples of ballot initiative from various 
states. 

• Create a chart of local responsibilities including:  
plowing streets, traffic laws, zoning ordinances, 
and education and identify the governing 
institutions that meet these responsibilities. 

• Identify a local legal issue and create a flow chart 
that shows how it would progress through the court 
system. 

• Identify a national issue such as pollution, welfare 
or health care and research how these issues are 
addressed at local, state, and national levels and 
where responsibilities overlap. 

 
 
SAMPLE FREE RESPONSE ESSAY: 
 
It is often said that people should “think globally, but 
act locally”.  Explain that phrase in the context of a 
critical issue facing the nation.  Describe how that 
problem can be confronted on a local, state, and 
national level by both citizens and government. 
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Adaptations/Modifications for Students with I.E.P.s 
Adaptations or modifications to this planned course will allow exceptional students to earn credits toward graduation or develop skills 
necessary to make a transition from the school environment to community life and employment.  The I.E.P. team has determined that 
modifications to this planned course will meet the student’s I.E.P. needs. 
 
Adaptations/Modifications may include but are not limited to: 
 
 INSTRUCTION CONTENT 

- Modification of instructional content and/or instructional approaches 
- Modification or deletion of some of the essential elements 

 
SETTING 
- Preferential seating 

 
METHODS 
- Additional clarification of content 
- Occasional need for one to one instruction 
- Minor adjustments or pacing according to the student’s rate of mastery 
- Written work is difficult, use verbal/oral approaches 
- Modifications of assignments/testing 
- Reasonable extensions of time for task/project completion 
- Assignment sheet/notebook 
- Modified/adjusted mastery rates 
- Modified/adjusted grading criteria 
- Retesting opportunities 

 
MATERIALS 
- Supplemental texts and materials 
- Large print materials for visually impaired students 
- Outlines and/or study sheets 
- Carbonless notebook paper 
- Manipulative learning materials 
- Alternatives to writing (tape recorder/calculator) 
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